Interaction of 5-azacytidine and dexamethasone in the control of hepatic tyrosine aminotransferase.
The nucleoside analog 5-azacytidine is able to induce tyrosine aminotransferase several-fold in the liver of suckling rats. Bilateral adrenalectomy abolishes this inducing effect. The drug also decreases significantly the concentration of cytosolic glucocorticoid receptor accompanied by an increase of the glucocorticoid receptor concentration in the nuclei. The antiglucocorticoid RU 486 which abolishes the induction of tyrosine aminotransferase and serine dehydratase by dexamethasone very effectively is not able to inhibit either the induction of tyrosine aminotransferase or the translocation of the glucocorticoid receptor into the nuclei by 5-azacytidine.